Current challenges in pain education.
SUMMARY The continuing high prevalence of pain, both acute and persistent, is a public health problem. Improving pain curricula for health professionals is essential if we are to change the current ineffective practices related to pain prevention and management. An important question for all educators is whether our graduates are sufficiently competent in pain knowledge and skills to give appropriate pain care. In addition, deficiencies in our current education approaches need to be examined, including the key challenges that limit our moving the pain agenda forward. Limiting factors considered in this article include issues related to regulatory system requirements, curriculum priorities and resources, faculty qualifications and the need for collaboration with clinicians, traditional beliefs about patients and opportunities for interprofessional learning. Recent innovative advances are discussed related to curriculum resources, development of core pain competencies and creative learning models, including interprofessional ones. Suggested approaches to advocating for pain education changes are also included.